N. O. RUBIACEAE	1303
The plant is soaked in water, and the liquid used to wash babies
with pains in their stomach (Hotson).
Brahui: Khartusa—, Khar an: Tusso—.
rubia (Tourn.) Linn.
Scabrid hispid or prickly erect diffuse or climbing herbs; stems
long, 4-gonous. Leaves 4-8 in a whorl, exstipulate. Flowers small'
or minute, m axillary and terminal cymes; pedicels articulate with the
calyx. Calyx-tube ovoid 01 globose; limb 0. Corolla rotate or
subcampanulate; lobes 4-5-valvate. Stamens 4-5, inserted on the
corolla-tube; filaments short; anthers didyrnous, exerted. Ovary
2-celled, ovules solitary in each cell, attached to the septum, amphi-
tropous; style 2-fid or styles 2; stigmas capitellate Fruit small,
fleshy, didymous or globose by the suppression of a carpel. Seeds
subeiect, adhering to the pericarp; testa membranous, cotyledons
broad, thin; radicle slender, inferior.—Species 15.—Europe, Asia,
America.
1	Leaves 4 m a whorl, petioled	      ...        ..    1.    R. Cord/olio.
2	Leaves subsessile 4-6 in a whorl ...        ....    ...    *  .    ...    2.    R  tinctomm
The plant is tonic, diuretic, and emmenagogue.
The following are used medicinally (in China and Indo China
R. cordifolw Linn.—; m Europe and the Levant—R. peregrina Linn.,
R. tmctorum Linn.—; in South Africa—/?. cordifolia Linn , R.
petiolans DC —.
official:—The root of R. tinctorum var. sativa Linn =/?.
tmctorum Brot. (Portugal).
1. Rubia cordifolia Linn. Syst. Nat. ed. 12, III (1768) 229.
—R. munjista Roxb.; Wight Ic. t. 18/.—plate 510
Perennial, herbaceous, climbing; roots very long, cylindric,
flexuose, with a thin red bark; stems often many yards long, rough,
grooved, becoming slightly woody at the base; bark white; branches
scandent by means of numerous divaricate or deflexed branchlets
and petioles, quadrangular, sometimes prickly on the angles, glabrous,
shining. Leaves 3.8-9 by 1.6-3.5 cm., in whorls of 4 (one pair of
each whorl often larger and with longer petioles than the other),
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